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COLLIER TOWNSHIP - BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

July 27th, 2026 

5:30 P.M. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER – Please mute all cell phones, pagers, and devices with ringtones. 

 

A. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

B. ROLL CALL 

 

The following Commissioners were present for this meeting: 
 
Commissioner MaryAnn Cupples, President of the Board 
Commissioner Tim Downey Jr., Vice President of the Board 
Commissioner Gabriel Benvenuti 
Commissioner Julie Murphy 
Commissioner Dawnlee Vaughn 
 
Additionally present were the following members of Township staff: 
 
George Macino, Township Manager 
Amy Medway, Township Secretary 
Kris Sabin, Chief of Police 
Shawn Wingrove, Township Engineer 
Michael Santicola, Township Solicitor 
 

C. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

No executive session was held before this meeting. 
 

II. Swearing in of Corporal John Votjko for promotion to Collier Township Police 

Department sergeant. 

 

III. Proclamation for Bridgeville’s 125th anniversary 
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Proclamation was read and due to meeting scheduling will be delivered to the Bridgeville 
borough building for presentation to Borough Council and the borough manager. 

 

IV. Board Discussions for Committees (2026)  

 

 A. Administration/Public Affairs (Dawnlee Vaughn and Tim Downey Jr.) 
 
The establishment of the priorities for the grant writer were discussed and a report was 
advised to be provided to the Board to show updates and progress on grants, which will be 
provided at the upcoming workshop meeting. A marketing report will also be provided to 
the Board to update and showcase marketing activities and goals. Discussion was held 
concerning grants that have been applied for in the past; which grants have been awarded, 
reviewed, accepted, and denied; and a focus on grants and involvement of the board was 
mentioned. 
 
Question was posed and discussion was held concerning the denial of an Active 
Transportation Plan agenda item that was requested to be added to the agenda. The agenda 
is set by the President of the Board, and Commissioner Cupples discussed with 
Commissioner Murphy that she would like for a grant to be applied for to help with the 
creation of the Active Transportation Plan before it is added to an agenda due to the 
expected cost. Opinions were offered up by members of the board concerning the need for 
a broader discussion on the Active Transportation Plan and reasons to include it or exclude 
it from a future agenda. The Planning Commission voted to recommend against the Active 
Transportation Plan due to needing funds to commit not only to the creation of the plan, but 
also the completion of potential future projects, and the associated expenses currently have 
not been budgeted for, in addition to the estimates received being higher in cost than 
expected. Motion was made and passed to add this to the upcoming agenda (see New 
Business for vote). 
 

 B. Building/Codes (Mary Ann Cupples and Tim Downey Jr.) 
 
Data was requested from an all-resident survey conducted in 2022 as part of the 
Comprehensive Plan update. Mr. Macino will provide this to the Board.  
 

 C. Council of Governments (Julie Murphy and Tim Downey Jr.) 
 D. Finance (Julie Murphy and Gabe Benvenuti) 
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Question was posed seeking clarification concerning repeated expenses surrounding office 
supplies and petty cash, as well as a payment to Pennsylvania American Water for park 
utilities that appears high. As Mr. Butler is absent from this meeting, Mr. Macino will 
follow up with him to determine the reason these expenses are seen frequently and pull a 
list of petty cash payments and the bill in question for PA Water. Question was posed 
regarding an update on the 2025 audit. This should be ready for August if the audit is 
complete and will be added to the workshop or regular meeting when Case-Sabatini has 
confirmed completion of the audit. 
 
As a Finance update, Commissioner Benvenuti noted that the department is working 
through its new budget process to expedite the creation of the 2027 budget, with August 
slated for initial department requests and to be received by George and Greg and reviewed 
with the finance committee. Some changes were discussed including the past process of the 
board committees meeting with the directors to discuss upcoming needs and expenses. This 
will be reviewed at the upcoming finance committee meeting. 
 

 E. Parks & Recreation (Dawnlee Vaughn and Mary Ann Cupples) 
 
Verbal update was provided on the ballpark weekly construction progress reviewing 
deliveries, activities, and activities, as well as ballfield construction items in the provided 
Engineer’s report. A written progress report will be provided as well instead of verbal 
reports going forward for clarity. 
 

 F. Planning/Zoning (Mary Ann Cupples and Gabriel Benvenuti) 
 G. Public Safety (Julie Murphy and Dawnlee Vaughn) 
 H. Public Works (MaryAnn Cupples and Dawnlee Vaughn) 
 I. Sewer Department (Gabriel Benvenuti and Tim Downey Jr.) 
 J. Fire and EMS (Mary Ann Cupples and Tim Downey Jr.) 
 K. 2026 Goals and Objectives (Board of Commissioners) 
 

V. Public Comment/Comment on New Business Items 

 

Joseph Day of Allegheny County Sanitary Sewer Authority (ALCOSAN): Mr. Day 
discussed the GROW grant for the Board and mentioned that the 14th cycle of the current 
GROW grant batch will be open on August 1st with letters of interest due September 30th, 
invitations to apply will go out on November 1st with applications accepted until January 
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8th of 2027 and awards issued out in March. He also reviewed the Clean Water Assistance 
Fund for residents who meet certain financial criteria to receive financial assistance with 
their bills, as well as the ALCOSAN Open House event to be held on September 19th and 
the celebration of ALCOSAN’s 80th anniversary from its establishment in 1946. 
 

Ed Padgelak of 5 Elwyn Avenue: Mr. Padgelak questioned how the Board is able to vote 
to spend significant amounts of money with only three votes and without speaking to the 
residents about projects, not only concerning the ballfields but also with other expenses. 
Mr. Macino explained the amounts and the process of the bonds obtained for the ballfields. 
Mr. Padgelak expressed his concern that even a 3-2 vote can result in significant amounts 
of money being spent, and it was confirmed by Mr. Santicola as the Township solicitor that 
this is a result of representative democracy in every board in every municipality in 
Pennsylvania. Mr. Padgelak was advised to write to his representatives in the Pennsylvania 
House legislature to express such concerns if he feels a monetary limit should be placed on 
such votes. 
 

VI. New Business 

 

1. Motion to approve meeting minutes from the June 8th workshop meeting and the June 
22nd regular meeting. 
 
Motion for discussion made by Commissioner Murphy, seconded by Commissioner 
Downey. Discussion was held to clarify the inclusion of a statement made by 
Commissioner Downey regarding the Gaming Economic Development Tourism Fund 
(GEDTF). All ayes, motion carries. 
 
Motion to add this statement into the records made by Commissioner Downey, seconded 
by Commissioner Cupples. All ayes, motion carries. It is noted for the record that after 
listening to recordings of these meetings, this statement was not made at the June 8th 
workshop meeting, but rather at the July 13th workshop meeting. Due to this, no additional 
statements were added to the June 8th minutes. Instead this statement regarding the GEDTF 
is included in the July 13th minutes as requested by the Board to reflect when it was spoken, 
with those minutes to be approved at the August 24th regular meeting. 
 
2. Motion to approve Resolution No. 07-27-2026-23 demonstrating the Township’s support 
for the installation of two Pennsylvania State Historical Markers, one to be located at the 
Great Southern Shopping Center where the Mayer Airfield was previously located, and 



 

Page 5 of 6 

 

another to be located within the Kirwan Heights industrial district. 
 
Motion made by Commissioner Murphy, seconded by Commissioner Downey. All ayes, 
motion carries. It was noted for the record that this is an exciting development for the 
Collier Township Historical Society and will be an excellent addition to the two existing 
markers that the Historical Society has obtained in the past for William Kerr’s Flag Day 
and the Neville House. These new proposed markers will need to be approved by the State 
of Pennsylvania. 
 
3. Motion to approve Change Order No. 1 (Final) for Contract No, 26-S1 – 2026 Sanitary 
Sewer O&M Cleaning & Televising Project to decrease the contract amount by $10,941.92 
to reflect final in place quantities and work completed. 
 
Motion made by Commissioner Benvenuti, seconded by Commissioner Vaughn. All ayes, 
motion carries. It was noted for the record that this contract amount in total is significantly 
underbudget by over $10,000 after performing camera tests of between 20 and 25 percent 
of the sewer lines and without significant issues even in older systems reviewed with 
camera footage.  
 
A motion was proposed to be added to the agenda to further discuss the Active 

Transportation Plan and determine if the Board should proceed with it against the 

Planning Commission’s recommendation. 
 

Motion was made by Commissioner Murphy to add the discussion of the Active 

Transportation Plan to the upcoming workshop meeting agenda, seconded by 

Commissioner Downey. Three ayes, two nays, motion carries with the following votes: 

 

Commissioner Murphy: Aye 
Commissioner Cupples: Nay 
Commissioner Downey: Aye 
Commissioner Vaughn: Nay 
Commissioner Benvenuti: Aye 

 
 
VII. Approval of General, Sewer and Capital Account items.  

 

Invoices Paid, Checks Written and Bills Requested from July 11th, 2026, to July 24th, 2026: 
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o General Fund in the amount of $111,797.97 

o Capital Fund in the amount of $33,796.74 

o Sewer Fund in the amount of $2,193.69 

Motion made by Commissioner Benvenuti, seconded by Commissioner Cupples. All ayes, 
motion carries. 
 

VIII. Adjournment 

 

A statement was made before adjournment by Commissioner Cupples to thank DeeJay’s 
Restaurant fundraiser for the Friends of Collier, successfully raising almost $1000 and with 
DeeJay’s providing 2 gift cards for $250 to total over $1000. The Board spoke in support of 
DeeJay’s as this restaurant is always finding ways to give back to the community. 
 

Motion to adjourn made by Commissioner Vaughn, seconded by Commissioner Cupples. All 
ayes, meeting adjourned at 6:32 PM. 


