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COLLIER TOWNSHIP - BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES 

July 13th, 2026 

5:30 P.M. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER – please silence all cell phones, pagers, and devices with 

ringtones. 

 

A. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

B. ROLL CALL 

 

Commissioner MaryAnn Cupples, President of the Board 
Commissioner Tim Downey Jr., Vice President of the Board 
Commissioner Gabriel Benvenuti 
Commissioner Dawnlee Vaughn 
Commissioner Julie Murphy (present remotely) 
 

Additionally present were the following members of the Township’s staff: 
 

George Macino, Township Manager 
Amy Medway, Township Secretary 
Robert Caun, Planning Director 
Tom Plietz, Building Director 
Robert Shazer, Parks and Recreation Director 
Mitch Montani, Public Works Director 
Wilson Durisko, Codes Department 
Shawn Wingrove, Township Engineer 
Michael Santicola, Township Solicitor 
 
Police Chief Kris Sabin was unable to attend the meeting. Sergeant Taras Hovanec 
was present in his place to present public safety and police updates. 
 

C. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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Executive session was held from 4:30 PM to 5:30 PM to discuss legal and personnel 
matters. 

 

II. Presentation of Proclamation to Kirwan Heights Fire Department 100th anniversary. 

 

III. Board Discussions for Committees (2026)  

 

 A. Administration/Public Affairs (Dawnlee Vaughn and Tim Downey Jr.) 
 
Requests have been made by residents to review water rates, which are higher than other 
areas due to expected work to be made by Pennsylvania American Water Company 
(PAWC). A water fair will be hosted by PAWC to explain rates to residents and offer 
programs to help lower or assist with their costs. 
 

 B. Building/Codes (Mary Ann Cupples and Tim Downey Jr.) 
 
Electronic portal for permit applications, issued permits, and payment submissions is now 
fully online, with Code Enforcement expected to follow shortly to allow residents to file 
code-related complaints. This currently only accounts for new data, as the property history 
located in the old program is still being migrated over. 
 
Discussion was held concerning the demolition of the house on Thoms Run Road. Bid 
documents are to be reviewed, with demolition hopefully to be scheduled for the fall. 
 

 C. Council of Governments (Julie Murphy and Tim Downey Jr.) 
 
COG is still in its summer recess, with the next meeting to be determined. The Gaming 
Economic Development Tourism Fund (GEDTF) grant is currently open for qualifying 
projects, which the Township’s grant writer will be looking into. 
 

 D. Finance (Julie Murphy and Gabe Benvenuti) 
 
The ballfield project bond has progressed smoothly and the bond issuance will close on 
July 23rd. Checks have been ordered for the PLGIT account associated with the bond, funds 
will be deposited into this account after July 23rd. Review of additional bond details and 
audit details. Audit will be provided to the DCED once the bond has closed. Budget capital 
requests have begun for the 2027 budget with the budget expected to be completed and 
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voted on in November. Current bond and credit rating is AA+, which is likely in the top 10 
percent of the 2560 Pennsylvania accredited agencies. With some changes in the Finance 
Department, the Township is hopeful of achieving a AAA+, which is the highest possible 
S&P rating and which can be achievable with the inclusion of six finance policies and more 
reserve in the Township’s General Fund. 
 

 E. Parks & Recreation (Dawnlee Vaughn and Mary Ann Cupples) 
 
A modified layout for Collierfest was presented for the Board to accommodate all booths, 
vendors, participants, parking, and Township activities. Inclement weather will see 
everything moved indoors to allow for a rain-or-shine event. Review of the latest ballfield 
meeting was covered with a high-level overview. Currently the ballfields are anticipated to 
be open for use around April 15th of 2027, which will be held with a grand opening 
ceremony and a Community Day tournament held on the new fields. 
 
Discussion was held concerning details of the fields, infield and outfield striping and use of 
ghost lines, the color and height of the foul poles. It was reiterated that due to agreement 
upon the plans with the contractor there is not a way to extend or change the dimensions of 
the field at this stage, but Webb Park is an option for later use to turf or otherwise improve 
when the Township’s population expands.  
 

 F. Planning/Zoning (Mary Ann Cupples and Gabriel Benvenuti) 
 
The Planning Commission will be meeting this next month and continuing to update the 
Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance (SALDO) as discussed in previous 
meetings. Replacement program of Duquesne Light’s light poles and bulbs were discussed. 
 

 G. Public Safety (Julie Murphy and Dawnlee Vaughn) 
 
Contact has been made through the District Attorney’s office for more traffic camera and 
license plate readers. Chief Sabin is also working on a justification for additional hiring for 
the department. The police department will be acquiring three additional digital speed signs 
to monitor vehicle speed for a total of six signs. It was shown through the aggregate data 
that there were notably lower speeds on roads where the signs were placed, and a 
discussion was held on how to publish this aggregate data if it was legally permissible. The 
two donated drones in the police department are now FAA approved and are active and the 
A-Team from Allegheny County has been utilized to assist with mental health calls where 
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needed, where they serve as an on-site crisis team in situations where they can provide 
mental health support and resources for 911 calls. Chief Sabin is also working on 
standardizing the card readers throughout the Township’s buildings and is obtaining a 
second quote through a company called Securitec. 
 

 H. Public Works (MaryAnn Cupples and Dawnlee Vaughn) 
 
Skvarca Park repairs have been completed and the 2026 Road Paving program is complete. 
A push camera was acquired for the use of videotaping storm and sanitary sewer lines. 
Discussion was held regarding generators for the municipal building and for Public Works 
due to frequent power outages in the area over the years. The Hilltop Discovery Path 
permit has been applied for to complete and close out the project; however, although the 
DCNR grant originally given for this project has been closed out successfully, due to 
changes in stormwater management specifications since the project began, it will be 
necessary to revise the design of the existing stormwater pond to meet current standards. 
This is expected to cost between $400,000 and $500,000, which will likely need to be 
added to the 2027 budget. 
 
Located near Nesbitt Road and Thoms Run Road is a wall that is owned by Allegheny 
County. Mr. Macino spoke with Pat Catena to contact the Director of Operations for the 
county and received reassurance that the design of the wall is in motion and they will 
contact the Township when the repair is ready to be put into motion. No bids were received 
on rock salt through SHACOG’s program and a rebid will need to be held to see if revised 
specifications meet with any interested bidders. The use of a maintenance program for 
Collier Park line winterization was discussed. 
 

 I. Sewer Department (Gabriel Benvenuti and Tim Downey Jr.) 
 
Follow up on the demolition for Thoms Run Road with a bid opening scheduled for the end 
of July, after which it is expected to be completed in 30-60 days. The sewer camera 
viewing for the year is currently focused on camera testing 10 percent of the lines, with 
final videos still being reviewed to see if any damage has been found that can be added to 
the spot repair location list. Next year the pipes from Ewing Road and Cloverleaf out to 
Baldwin Road will be examined.  
 

 J. Fire and EMS (Mary Ann Cupples and Tim Downey Jr.) 
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Reports were submitted noting calls, responses, and totals for the year. No new updates 
from any departments beyond the written reports. 
 

 K. 2026 Goals and Objectives (Board of Commissioners) 
 
Focus is primarily on the consolidation of the volunteer fire departments, budget 
management, and exploring the possibility of extending public sewer lines where homes do 
not have active connections or rely on septic tanks. Real estate taxes have been sent out and 
payments will be coming in over the next few months. Jordan Tax will be at the municipal 
building in the meeting room on August 14th from 1 PM to 4 PM and on August 25th from 9 
AM to 12 PM should residents wish to pay their taxes in person and receive a receipt. 

 
IV. Public Comment/Comment on New Business Items 

 

No individuals signed in or spoke for the public comment segment. 
  
V.   New Business 

 

New Item: Request was made to add a motion to the agenda to be compliant with 
regulations regarding intermunicipal liquor license transfers. Motion appended as item 3 on 
the agenda, and motion reads as follows: 
 
3. Motion to set a public hearing date of Monday, August 10th, 2026, at 4:30 PM for the 
intermunicipal liquor license transfer request of Sushi Yard LLC, located at 1025 
Washington Pike.  
 
Motion made by Commissioner Cupples, seconded by Commissioner Benvenuti. All 

ayes, motion carries. 
 
1. Motion to approve Payment Request No. 1 to Playing Surface Solutions Inc. for the 
Collier Township Community Park Improvements in the amount of $237,260.33. 
 
Discussion was held concerning the change of the fence color and the timber rights to any 
trees cut down on Township property when the property is being worked on by a 
contractor. 
 
Motion made by Commissioner Vaughn, seconded by Commissioner Cupples. All 
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ayes, motion carries. 
 
2. Consider action to amend the August 25, 2025, conditional use approval of Lamar 
Advertising for a digital billboard at 4573 Campbells Run Road to remove condition 
number 3 requiring the Collier Logo and wording "Collier Township" to be on the 
billboard support pole, due to signage restrictions by PennDOT. 
 
Lamar was granted conditional use approval to install a digital billboard that includes 
“Proudly Located in Collier Township” on the board. It was clarified for the Board that 
PennDOT, as part of its highway beautification regulations, would treat the writing on the 
support pole as a second sign, which would increase their signage to over 900 square feet 
and thus would not be permitted. Everything else as approved on the application would 
remain the same. 
 
Motion made by Commissioner Vaughn, seconded by Commissioner Downey. All 

ayes, motion carries. 

 
VI. Approval of General, Sewer and Capital Account Items  

 

Invoices paid, checks written and bills requested from June 20th, 2026, to July 10th, 2026: 
 

o General Fund in the amount of $568,753.41 

o Capital Fund in the amount of $36,540.50 

o Sewer Fund in the amount of $12,284.38 

Motion made by Commissioner Benvenuti, seconded by Commissioner Downey. All ayes, 

motion carries. 

VII. Adjournment 

 

Motion to adjourn made by Commissioner Vaughn, seconded by Commissioner Downey. All 
ayes, meeting adjourned at 6:30 PM. 


