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COLLIER TOWNSHIP - BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES 

June 8th, 2026 

5:30 P.M. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER made at 5:30 PM – please silence all cell phones, pagers, and 

devices with ringtones. 

 

A. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

B. ROLL CALL 

 

The following Commissioners were present for this meeting: 
 
Commissioner MaryAnn Cupples, President of the Board 
Commissioner Tim Downey Jr., Vice President of the Board 
Commissioner Gabriel Benvenuti 
Commissioner Julie Murphy 
Commissioner Dawnlee Vaughn 
 
Additionally present were the following members of Township staff: 
 
George Macino, Township Manager 
Amy Medway, Township Secretary 
Robert Caun, Planning Director 
Tom Plietz, Building Director 
Robert Shazer, Parks and Recreation Director 
Mitch Montani, Public Works Director 
Wilson Durisko, Codes Department 
Shawn Wingrove, Township Engineer 
Michael Santicola, Township Solicitor 
 
Chief Sabin was absent for this meeting, with Sergeant Taras Hovanec present in his 
place.  
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C. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

No executive session was held before this meeting. 
 

II. Presentation of Proclamation for Chartiers Valley Colts boys’ basketball team. 
 

Proclamation tabled due to team having a prior commitment. Proclamation to be rescheduled for 
a later time. 
 

III. Presentation from Sean Garin from Dinsmore and Shohl LLP regarding General 

Obligation Bond Series funding proposal for the Collier Park fields project. 

 

Dinsmore and Shohl has served as the bond counsel for the Township on prior projects. 
Reviewed ordinance in summary, including purpose and cost of bond issuance, authorization of 
non-electoral debt, pledge of general obligation taxing powers, maturity dates and book entry 
system of bonds, Sinking Fund Depository, events of default, amendment and discharge of 
security documents, federal income tax covenants, securities law covenants, provision for the 
sale of Bonds, establishment of certain funds and setting forth directions for settlement, and other 
related and necessary actions. In Article 11 of Ordinance No. 740, the agreed-upon amount is 
$8,400,000, but the authorized amount is $9,750,000 due to requirement sin Pennsylvania state 
law to create a maximum parameter schedule of the maturity of the bonds, which shows the 
maximum principal amounts and the maximum interest rates for the bond issue to account for 
fluctuations in rates year over year. Question was posed concerning anything unusual about the 
Township’s situation in requesting the bond, and it was clarified this was as standard of a bond 
issuance as possible and the Township was in a good situation to request this bond as part of its 
capital improvements. 
        

IV. Board Discussions for Committees (2026)  

 

 A. Administration/Public Affairs (Dawnlee Vaughn and Tim Downey Jr.) 
 
Reviewed and discussed the possibility of recording meetings. Room will need to be 
evaluated by David Davis Communications for recommendations.  
 

 B. Building/Codes (Mary Ann Cupples and Tim Downey Jr.) 
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 C. Council of Governments (Julie Murphy and Tim Downey Jr.) 
 D. Finance (Julie Murphy and Gabe Benvenuti) 
 E. Parks & Recreation (Dawnlee Vaughn and Mary Ann Cupples) 

 
Review and discussion of a partnership with the Collier Baseball and Softball Association 
and the Township. The CBSA is having trouble with volunteers and maintaining tax 
exempt status, and so this partnership would be for the Township to take on the financial 
maintenance for the association and accept payments to and make payments on behalf of 
the association while allowing them to maintain a tax exemption through the Township. 
The teams and scheduling and other administrative work would remain with the CBSA, 
while the finances would go through the Township. More information will be provided in 
the coming months and the Board will follow up with Mr. Butler to ensure that everything 
can be adequately handled and documented for both parties. 
 
Question was posed and discussion was held concerning the $600,000 in soft costs, with 
the first invoice from the contractors being issued in May and to be provided to the 
Township. NPDES permit requirements were also discussed with Mr. Wingrove for the 
ballfield project. Panhandle Trail will be moving ahead with a 2.5 mile extension to 
Carnegie, Scott, and Heidelberg and a 1.5 mile connector to the Pittsburgh Botanical 
Gardens and Settler’s Cabin Park. Collier Day is June 13th from 2 PM to 10 PM with 
fireworks. 
 

 F. Planning/Zoning (Mary Ann Cupples and Gabriel Benvenuti) 
 
Multiple meetings held with a developer on Baldwin Road Extension, and this developer 
will be present at the Planning Commission meeting to present and seek the Planning 
Commission’s opinion on their plan. No update to Hawk Hill sheriff sale proceedings.  
 

 G. Public Safety (Julie Murphy and Dawnlee Vaughn) 
 
Chief Sabin and the police department were appreciated for their hosting the FBI-LEEDA 
training, the Chief’s coffee meetings with the public, and meeting with the HOAs in the 
Township. More meetings to be announced soon. 
 

 H. Public Works (MaryAnn Cupples and Dawnlee Vaughn) 
 
Discussion was held concerning MS4 Pollutant Reduction Plan discharge rate, the use of 
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pounds of sediment removed to measure the pollutant reduction metric and how for a 
different permit this metric will be updated to volume of impervious surface water 
captured, the current permit’s exercise of retrofitting ponds, and how older neighborhoods 
will need to be evaluated for additional stormwater management. Review and clarification 
of scope of Agility agreement with the state. Appreciation was expressed for the repair of a 
fence by the Panhandle Trail, and request for the installation of a bench at the pavilion by 
the quarry area on the Panhandle Trail. 
 

 I. Sewer Department (Gabriel Benvenuti and Tim Downey Jr.) 
 
Mention of elimination of Nevillewood pump station. Discussion was held concerning 
fining individuals and companies for putting up repeat advertising signs and how this could 
be classed as littering, but without observing who placed the sign and with this particular 
complaint being specifically about advertising signs placed near roads and on public 
property any fines issued could be overturned in a court of law. Signs will be addressed in 
the Planning Commission’s ordinance updates, and Mr. Santicola will follow up with the 
Township to see if this kind of enforcement is possible.  
 

 J. Fire and EMS (Mary Ann Cupples and Tim Downey Jr.) 
 K. 2026 Goals and Objectives (Board of Commissioners) 
 
V. Public Comment/Comment on New Business Items 

 

No individuals signed in or spoke for public comment. 
  
VI.   New Business 

 

1. Motion to enact Ordinance No. 740 to incur debt pursuant to the Local Government Unit 
Debt Act to finance capital improvements at Township park facilities, as presented by bond 
counsel and referred to as the General Obligation Bond Series 2026. 
 
Motion to approve made by Commissioner Vaughn, seconded by Commissioner 

Cupples. All ayes, motion carries. 
 
2. Motion to advertise an updated ordinance outlining Standard Sewer Details and 
Specifications for sewer infrastructure as recommended by the Township engineer. An 
update to such ordinance shall allow the Township to update the short form specifications 
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for the implementation and maintenance of sewer infrastructure as needed and shall change 
the jurisdiction of such infrastructure oversight to the Township of Collier. 
 
Clarification that this is to update the ordinance showing how sewer lines should be 
installed, the kinds of materials that should be used, adequate spacing, updated 
requirements and recommendations, and other updates that have taken place since the 
initial ordinance was passed in 2007. 
 
Motion to approve made by Commissioner Downey, seconded by Commissioner 

Benvenuti. All ayes, motion carries. 
 
3. Consider action to enter into a developer’s agreement with Who Brew Pa III, LLC for 
the construction of a Seven Brew Coffee at 1140 Washington Pike, Bridgeville PA 15017. 
 
Motion to approve made by Commissioner Vaughn, seconded by Commissioner 

Cupples. All ayes, motion carries. 
 
4. Motion to approve Bond Reduction Request No. 1 for the Cleveland Cliff Development 
reducing the Bond amount from $1,391,576.00 to $7,500.00. 
 
Clarification that this is regarding closing out a grading permit while holding a small 
amount to ensure final work completion. 
 
Motion to approve made by Commissioner Benvenuti, seconded by Commissioner 

Vaughn. All ayes, motion carries. 
 
5. Consider action on bond reduction request number one from Eat'n Park hospitality 
group, Inc. The township engineer recommends the township release the remaining bond 
amount for performance bond number 084880C in its entirety from $566,788.20 to $0.00, 
and to reduce the sediment and erosion control bond number 084789Y from $132,962.50 to 
$7,500.00 
 
Motion to approve made by Commissioner Murphy, seconded by Commissioner 

Downey. All ayes, motion carries. 
 
6. Motion to approve the updated Civil Service Commission rules as reviewed and 
approved by the Civil Service Commission and by Gaitens, Tucceri & Nicholas as the Civil 
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Service Commission’s solicitor. 
 
Clarification was provided that there are currently 3 members on the Civil Service 
Commission with 1 alternate member. Changes are being made to update candidate 
eligibility, attract more candidates, change how certain test scores are weighted, and to 
update and simplify the police ranks. 
 
Motion to approve made by Commissioner Downey, seconded by Commissioner 

Cupples. All ayes, motion carries. 
 
7. Motion to approve Resolution No. 06-08-2026-20 to adopt the Hazard Mitigation Plan 
established by Allegheny County as the official Hazard Mitigation Plan of the Township of 
Collier to be directed by the Township’s Emergency Management Coordinator. 
 
Motion to approve made by Commissioner Downey, seconded by Commissioner 

Cupples. All ayes, motion carries. 
 
8. Motion to approve minutes from the April 13th workshop meeting and the April 27th 
regular meeting.  
 
Motion amended as follows: Motion to approve minutes from the April 13th workshop 
meeting and the April 27th regular meeting with corrections as requested by the Board. 
 

Motion to approve made by Commissioner Vaughn, seconded by Commissioner 

Benvenuti. All ayes, motion carries. 
 
9. Motion to approve Pay Request No. 1 submitted by State Pipe, Inc. in the amount of 
$45,547.51 for work completed under Contract 26-S1 - 2026 Sanitary Sewer O&M 
Cleaning & Televising Program. 
 
Motion to approve made by Commissioner Downey, seconded by Commissioner 

Cupples. All ayes, motion carries. 
 
10. Motion to approve Resolution No. 06-08-2026-21 authorizing the Township Manager 
as the official to execute all documents and agreements between Collier Township and the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection Bureau or 
Waterways Engineers and Wetland Department. 
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Motion to approve made by Commissioner Downey, seconded by Commissioner 

Murphy. All ayes, motion carries. 
 
11. Motion to authorize Char-West Council of Governments to award the Base Bid of 
Contract 26-PK5 Webb Park ADA Fountains Upgrade (CD 50 7.2A) to Newman 
Plumbing, Inc. in the amount of $23,000.00. 
 
Motion to approve made by Commissioner Downey, seconded by Commissioner 

Benvenuti. All ayes, motion carries. 
 
12. Motion to hire Charles Bogdan as part time assistant sports support for the Collier 
Parks and Recreation Department at $16 per hour, effective June 9, 2026.  This position 
will help manage the scheduling of activities with youth basketball, baseball and other 
duties.  This position is hourly and includes no township supplied benefits.  The part time 
wages are within the 2026 budget. 
 
Motion to approve made by Commissioner Vaughn, seconded by Commissioner 

Cupples. All ayes, motion carries. 
 
VII.  Approval of General, Sewer and Capital Account Items  

 

Invoices paid, checks written and bills requested from May 9th, 2026, to June 5th, 2026: 
 

o General Fund in the amount of $51,529.56 

o Capital Fund in the amount of $56,012.45 

o Sewer Fund in the amount of $55,773.68 
 

Motion to approve bills, checks, and invoices made by Commissioner Benvenuti, seconded 

by Commissioner Murphy. All ayes, motion carries. 
 

VIII. Adjournment 

 

Motion to adjourn made by Commissioner Vaughn, seconded by Commissioner Cupples. 

All ayes, meeting adjourned at 6:22 PM. 


