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COLLIER TOWNSHIP - BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES 

November 12th, 2024 

5:00 P.M. 

 
I.   CALL TO ORDER 

 

Meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM. 
 

A. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

B. ROLL CALL 

 

The following Commissioners were present for this meeting: 
 
Commissioner Wayne Chiurazzi, President of the Board 
Commissioner Kari Suter 
Commissioner Gabriel Benvenuti 
Commissioner Dawnlee Vaughn 
Commissioner MaryAnn Cupples 
 
Additionally present were the following members of Township staff:  
 
George Macino, Township Manager  
Dana Slizik, Assistant Township Manager 
Robert Caun, Planning Director 
Travis Stanczyk, Engineer 
 

C. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

An executive session was held by the Board of Commissioners from 4:30 PM to 5:00 
PM to discuss pending and pertinent legal and personnel issues. 
 

II. Board Discussions for Committees (2024) 
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 A. Administration/Public Affairs (Dawnlee Vaughn and MaryAnn Cupples) 
 B. Building/Codes (MaryAnn Cupples and Gabe Benvenuti) 
 C. Council of Governments (Gabe Benvenuti and Kari Suter) 
 D. Finance (Gabe Benvenuti and Wayne Chiurazzi) 
 E. Parks & Recreation (Dawnlee Vaughn and Gabe Benvenuti) 
 F. Planning/Zoning (MaryAnn Cupples and Kari Suter) 

 
Commissioner Cupples noted for the board and those in attendance that there will be a 
Zoning Hearing Board meeting on Tuesday, November 19th, 2024, for a request from 
Collier Development to install a storage tent at its location on Prestley Road. There is no 
Planning Commission meeting this month. 

 
  Discussion was held concerning what the storage tent installation concerns. It was clarified 

that the tent is referring to a temporary covering of some sort that will be erected by 
Prestley Road. 
 

 G. Public Safety (Wayne Chiurazzi and Dawnlee Vaughn) 
 H. Public Works (MaryAnn Cupples and Kari Suter) 
 I. Sewer Department (Kari Suter and Dawnlee Vaughn) 

        
III.  Woodville Associates Presentation 

 

Presentation by Woodville Associates regarding the pedestrian passage from the Discovery 
Trail over the proposed Magnolia Lane at Neville Park II.  
 
Gateway Engineering presented three options before the board. Initially, the agreed-upon 
method for pedestrian safety was to construct a tunnel under the road; however, this poses 
significant challenges for stormwater management and would be a significant cost to the 
Township once it assumes ownership of the road in that location, as the tunnel and related 
retaining walls will be expensive to maintain and repair. A second option discussed was the 
potential installation of a pedestrian bridge over the road, which would need to have a 5 
percent grade and reach 13 feet of clearance to allow traffic to pass beneath it. The third 
option would be to simply have pedestrian traffic crossing the road with placement of 
signage, crosswalk markings, and (depending on the traffic requirements in the area) 
potential additions like a stop sign, speed humps or rumble strips, and/or a solar-powered 
flashing sign activated by pedestrians crossing the road to indicate their presence to 
oncoming motorists. The crosswalk option would require the movement of the existing 
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stormwater pond, but it would also result in approximately 3½ acres of available land at a 2-
2½ percent grade, which would not be achievable with either of the other available options 
because of the amount of grading required for the construction of a tunnel or a bridge. 
Collier Township would own this acreage and be able to develop it or dedicate it as green 
space accordingly. 
 
The PA Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is reviewing the submitted 
proposals and permits. Mr. Stanczyk clarified that the Township currently has an expired 
MPS permit on the Hilltop parcel. For the pond in this area, there are permits for bringing 
the existing stormwater pond into compliance that will need to be issued by the DEP before 
the Township moves forward with the project. Further discussion was held concerning ADA 
compliance, potential problems with children crossing the road, having cameras at the top 
and bottom of the road as initially agreed upon to review footage in the event of an accident, 
and the potential of flashing lights to annoy any homeowners in the area. 

 

IV.  Public Comment/Comment on New Business Items 

 

No signers for public comment and no individuals came forward to speak. 
  
V.   New Business 

 

Notation was made by Commissioner Suter for the record that a Holiday Coloring Contest 
is being held for children between the ages of 5 and 12 with participants’ entries due 
December 2nd, 2024. Entries shall be turned in to Ms. Slizik for review and winners will be 
declared on the Township’s Facebook page on December 6th, 2024. Selected winners will 
be asked to join the managers and commissioners at the meeting on December 9th to 
receive their prizes. Scott, Bridgeville, and Collier residents are permitted to enter. 
 

1. Consider action to review and approve Demolition Slums and Blight Resolution 
(Attachment E) hereby declaring the structure(s) located at the listed address as a public 
hazard and blighted property: 4237 Thoms Run Road, identified by parcel number 328-L-
12. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Vaughn, seconded by Commissioner Suter. All ayes, motion 

carried. 

 
 2. Consider action to review and approve Concurring Resolution to formally request 
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Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds to assist with demolition of the 
aforementioned blighted property. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Vaughn, seconded by Commissioner Cupples. All ayes, motion 

carried. 

 
 3. Review provided Resolution No. 107-24 from the Township of North Fayette expressing 

opposition to the increase of Allegheny County’s real estate tax millage rate and 
encouraging fellow municipalities in the Char-West Council of Governments (Char-West 
COG) to pass a similar resolution of opposition to the County’s proposed tax increase. 
 
No motion made, item was tabled by all present commissioners. 

 
4. Consider action to set a public hearing date of Monday December 16, 2024, for the 
Comprehensive Plan Update. 
 
A brief discussion was held and the agreed upon time for this meeting was 4:30 PM. 

Motion made by Commissioner Chiurazzi, seconded by Commissioner Benvenuti. All ayes, 

motion carried. 

 
5. Consider action to amend Item 1.b of the Agreement between Woodville Associates, 
Limited and Collier Township dated October 9, 2023, regarding Neville Park II. The 
Agreement currently states that “Woodville shall design and build a pedestrian tunnel that 
will connect the Townships walking trails and allow residents of the Township to pass 
safely on foot under the road.” The advised revision will rephrase Item 1.b to read as 
follows: “Woodville Associates Limited will construct a pedestrian bridge to allow walkers 
on the walking trail to cross the road safely. Final design and location to be approved by 
the Township Manager subject to recommendation from the Township Engineer.” 
 
Discussion was held concerning the options of a pedestrian tunnel, pedestrian bridge, or 

pedestrian crosswalk. Preferred option as agreed upon by all commissioners is for a 

pedestrian crosswalk. No motion made, item does not carry.  

 
6. Consider action to amend Item 1.b of the Agreement between Woodville Associates, 
Limited and Collier Township dated October 9, 2023, regarding Neville Park II. The 
Agreement currently states that “Woodville shall design and build a pedestrian tunnel that 
will connect the Townships walking trails and allow residents of the Township to pass 
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safely on foot under the road”. The advised revision will rephrase Item 1.b to read as 
follows: “Woodville Associates Limited will construct a crosswalk with traffic calming, to 
allow walkers on the walking trail to cross the road safely. Final design and location to be 
approved by the Township Manager subject to recommendation from the Township 
Engineer. 
 
Discussion was held. Commissioner Chiurazzi requested that the item be amended as 

follows before the vote: 

 

Speed humps shall be installed based on recommendation from the Township Engineer. 
Signage and cameras located at the top and bottom of the road shall also be included. The 
land shall be graded or kept at 2-2½ percent. 
 
Mr. Caun stated that he will have Woodville update the agreement based on the board’s 
agreement to a crosswalk and it will presented for Commissioner Chiurazzi’s signature 
once it is signed and agreed to by Woodville. Motion by Commissioner Vaughn, seconded 

by Commissioner Suter. All ayes, motion carried. 

 
7. Consider action to approve the final grading bond release for Walkers Mill Coffee as 
recommended by the Township Engineer. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Suter, seconded by Commissioner Benvenuti. All ayes, motion 

carried. 

 
8. Consider approval of Resolution No. 11-08-2024-01 setting a uniform rate structure for 
conveyance and treatment of wastewater. Such rate increases, if approved, shall be set to 
take effect on January 1st, 2025. 
 
Discussion was held to clarify that this is due in part to the increase of rates from the 

Allegheny County Sanitary Sewer Authority (ALCOSAN). Motion by Commissioner 

Benvenuti, seconded by Commissioner Suter. All ayes, motion carried. 
 

VI.  Approval of General, Sewer and Capital Account items.  

 

Invoices Paid, Checks Written and Bills Requested October 29th, 2024, to November 12th, 
2024: 
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o General Fund in the amount of $177,935.93 

o Capital Fund in the amount of $4,849.23 

o Sewer Fund in the amount of (-$130.00) 

Motion by Commissioner Cupples, seconded by Commissioner Chiurazzi. All ayes, 

motion carried. 

VI.  Adjournment – meeting adjourned at 5:30 PM. 

 

Motion to adjourn made by Commissioner Vaughn, seconded by Commissioner Cupples. All 

ayes, meeting adjourned. 

 


