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P ROCEEDTINGS

MR. BAGNATO: Would everybody
please rise to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(PTedge of Allegiance was
recited.)

MR. BAGNATO: Good evening,
everyone. This is the matter of zZoning Hearing
Board 2023-0008. The applicant is Soonia
Akhtar, 189 Firenze Drive, Oakdale, PA 15071,
requesting a special exception to allow a home
based family day care at 2601 Arno Drive,
Oakdale, PA 15071 under Collier Township Zoning
Oordinance No. 687, Section 602.3 B.1. The
property is located in an R-2 zoning district.

who is going to testify on behalf of
the applicant? Ma'am, you're going to testify,
do you want to stand up and raise your right
hand.

(Whereupon, Soonia Akhtar was
duly sworn.)

MR. BAGNATO: State your name,
please, and spell it for the court reporter.

MS. AKHTAR: Sonya Akhtar,

S-0-0-N-I-A, last name A-K-H-T-A-R.
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MR. BAGNATO: Tell us why
you're here today, please.

MS. AKHTAR: I am here today
because I have a family child care at 189
Firenze Drive, I opened up for the past eight
years, I have a license.

MR. BAGNATO: You're Ticensed
by the State of Pennsylvania?

MS. AKHTAR: Yes.

MR. BAGNATO: Do you have a
copy of your certificate or anything with you?

MS. AKHTAR: I have it on my
phone, I can show you.

MR. BAGNATO: 1Is 189 Firenze
your current address?

MS. AKHTAR: Yes.

MR. BAGNATO: Are you moving?

MS. AKHTAR: I am moving to
Almafi Ridge.

MR. BAGNATO: Thank you.
we'll mark this as Applicant's Exhibit A.

wWhere is 189 Firenze Drive?

MS. AKHTAR: That's at Tuscany

Ridge.

MR. BAGNATO: So you're

KDL Court Reporting schedule@kdlcourtreporting .net
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currently running a day care?

care, yes.

children are 1in

maximum you can

person.

yourself?

MS. AKHTAR: Family child

MR. BAGNATO: How many
your care?

MS. AKHTAR: I have six.
MR. BAGNATO: what is the
have with staffing wise.

MS. AKHTAR: Six for one

MR. BAGNATO: Is it just

MS. AKHTAR: Yes.

MR. BAGNATO: What is the

range of the age of the kids?

infants.

MS. AKHTAR: So I can have two

MR. BAGNATO: That's the max?

MS. AKHTAR: Maximum two

infants, three toddlers and one preschooler.

MR. BAGNATO: 1Is this all day

or do kids come for partial days?

MS. AKHTAR: I have part-time

and full-time kids, but maximum two infants and

three toddlers.

If I have four toddlers I can
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have one infant with one preschooler.

MR. BAGNATO: That's the
state's Ticensing requirements?

MS. AKHTAR: Yes.

MR. BAGNATO: How long have
you been operating the current business?

MS. AKHTAR: For eight years
now.

MR. BAGNATO: I'm sorry, 1is
Arno Drive 1in Tuscany Ridge or 1is the current
residence in Tuscany Ridge.

MS. AKHTAR: Current 1is
Tuscany Ridge, but I'm moving to Arno Drive.

MR. BAGNATO: Where is Arno
Drive.

THE WITNESS: Amalfi Ridge.

MR. BAGNATO: 1Is this just a
bigger home, you're moving, more space?

MS. AKHTAR: Yes. I have
kids, too.

MR. BAGNATO: You have kids of
your own?

MS. AKHTAR: Yeah. They go to
school.

MR. BAGNATO: How old are your
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kids?

MS. AKHTAR: 8, 6, 4 and 2.

MR. BAGNATO: Wwhat are your
current hours of operation?

MS. AKHTAR: So I do from 8:00
to 5:00.

MR. BAGNATO: And you
currently have a license to operate at your
current home I assume?

MS. AKHTAR: Yes.

MR. BAGNATO: Did you get any
variance from us.

MS. AKHTAR: I did, I got
approval.

MR. BAGNATO: You got approval
from the zoning Board. I remember we did one,
is it the same one?

MR. CAUN: Yes.

MR. BAGNATO: Basically you're
just moving your business?

MS. AKHTAR: Yes.

MR. BAGNATO: Anything else
you want to tell this board?

MS. AKHTAR: I mean, I've been

doing for eight years and I didn't have any
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problem or issues.

MR. BAGNATO: No traffic
problems or cars aren't coming in Tate hours?

MS. AKHTAR: No. Plus this
house where I'm moving to has a lot of parking
space.

MR. BAGNATO: People getting
in and out quickly?

MS. AKHTAR: Yes.

MR. BAGNATO: Any questions
from the board members of the applicant?

MR. AUEL: 1In the years you've
been operating, have you had any issues that
have been filed against the business by the
state, inspection wise or anything like that?

MS. AKHTAR: No.

MR. BAGNATO: Any kind of
fines or warnings?

MS. AKHTAR: No.

MR. AUEL: So you run your
business in good status.

MS. AKHTAR: I hope not to 1in
the future.

MR. BAGNATO: Your kids, the 4

and 2 year old are home I assume during the
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day?

is in school?

school.

3:00 or so?

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

MS.

AKHTAR:

BAGNATO:

AKHTAR:

BAGNATO:

AKHTAR:

Yes.

The 6 year old

he's 1in

Yeah,

He comes home

4:00. I have my

husband and my mother-in-law at home also.

husband work 1in
from home?
home.

from

with you?

out?

kids.

MR.

the

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR .

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

BAGNATO:

Does your

business or he just works

AKHTAR:

BAGNATO:

AKHTAR:

BAGNATO:

AKHTAR:

BAGNATO:

AKHTAR:

BAGNATO:

No. He works

And your mom 1is

Mother-in-Tlaw.

Does she help

She watches my

Do you pay her?
I do. I have to.

Okay. I just

KDL Court Reporting

schedule@kdlcourtreporting .net




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

wanted to make sure she wasn't getting the
rough end of the stick here.

Any other questions? Anything from
the public here, anyone wants to testify or
anything? Just watching.

Anybody have kids with this young
Tady?

MS. MURPHY: No, but I've had
kids in day care many years ago, four children,
and I know how valuable it is to have a great
day care provider.

MR. BAGNATO: You're here for
moral support?

MS. MURPHY: Actually, we
don't know each other. I'm just a resident and
I just popped in.

COURT REPORTER: What is your
name, please.

MS. MURPHY: Julie Murphy.

MR. BAGNATO: You folks
behind, just observing? You don't live next
door?

FROM THE FLOOR: No. wWe Tlive
on Hilltop, just came to watch.

MR. BAGNATO: Anything else?

KDL Court Reporting schedule@kdlcourtreporting .net
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The board is going to convene,

talk about what we want to do.

(Whereupon, a

taken for deliberation.)

MR. BAGNATO:
motion on the floor?

MR. KIFER: I
that we approve this.

MR. BAGNATO:
second?

MR. AUEL: Sec

MR. BAGNATO:

aye.

10

we're going to

short recess was

Is there a

have a motion

Is there a

ond.

AT1 1in favor say

MR. AUEL: Aye.

MR. BAGNATO:
MR. KIFER: Ay
MR. BAGNATO:
application 1is approved unanim
to you, ma'am.
MS. AKHTAR:

(At 7:09 p.m.,

concluded.)

Aye.
e.
Ookay. The

ously. Good Tluck

Thank you.

the hearing was
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CERTTIZFTICATE

I hereby certify that the proceedings
and evidence are contained fully and accurately
in the stenographic notes taken by me on the
hearing of the within cause, and that this is a

true and correct transcript of the same.

Kathy D. Landock
Certified Realtime Reporter
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