OFFICIAL
TOWNSHIP OF COLLIER

The Collier Township Board of Commissioners has scheduled a public hearing and a
public meeting for Monday September 9, 2024. The hearing will begin at 4:00 pm and
the meeting may immediately follow at the Collier Township Municipal Building, 2418
Hilltop Road, Presto, PA 15142,

The hearing is concerning the rezoning application and Zoning Otdinance text
amendment application of The Ukrainian Catholic Diocese of St. Josaphat and Victor-
Wotzel Associates. The applicant proposes to rezone approx. 9.4 acres of property
located at Ridge Road & Baldwin Road Extension, also known as Parcel 1D 202-F-15,
from R-1 1o PEDD, and amend the text of the Zoning Ordinance to allow for “Planned
Cultural Center” in the PEDD Zoning District.

Any and all interested parties wishing to be heard should appear at the hearing at the
above specified time, location and date.
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VICTOR-WETZEL

Shrine to the Holy Protection
of the Mother of God

Ridge Road
Collier Township

PROPOSED HOLY SHRINE

The Ukrainian Catholic Diocese of St. Josaphat is the owner of 40.6 acres in Collier Township
east of Ridge Road, north of Baldwin Road Extension and south of 1-376 Parkway West. The
northerly 20.6 acres is in the PED — Planned Economic Development District and the southern
20 acres is zoned R-1 Residential. The Church’s cemetery is located on the southwest corner
of the southern portion of the property.

It is on the undeveloped 30 acres at the northern end of the site that the Holy Protection of
Mary Foundation would like to construct a Shrine to the Holy Protection of the Mother of God
(SHPMG). This Shrine would bring to seven the number of Shrines currently in Pittsburgh.
The design for this Shrine would follow the style of Ukrainian Orthodox Church which is
known for its grand scale and onion-shaped spires. The height of the proposed spires at 250
feet would be similar to the spires at St. Paul’s in Oakland at 247 feet and Heinz Chapel at 256
feet. The tower for the East Presbyterian Church is 300 feet tall.

The Shrine is intended to be a unique testament to the Holy Mother that will draw visitors
from near and far. The activities within the Shrine will be the Church with its vaulted interior,
a museum crypt below the sanctuary and below the crypt a 300 car parking garage. Support
services include food, gift shop, banquet hall and retreat center. A 225 feet tall bell tower will
add to the vertical excitement of the golden Ukrainian domes.

It is because there is nothing in the Collier Township Zoning that has envisioned this land use,
we would offer the attached amendment to the Collier Township Zoning Ordinance and
Zoning Map to accommodate cultural uses such as proposed here. First, we are requesting to
re-classify the northern 9.4 acres of R-1 from R-1 to PED. This would then make the northern
30 acres of the property PED while the southern 11.6 acres would remain R-1 and continue to
be the cemetery for the Church.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 409 BROAD STREET
& LAND PLANNERS SUITE 270
PHONE: (412) 741-2290 SEWICKLEY, PA 15143-1554



We are suggesting adding “Planned Cultural Center” to the PED District Zoning Uses as a
Conditional Use, Currently In the PED there are these planned uses - “Planned Office or
Research Park”, “Planned Recreation Complex” and “Planned Residential Development”, Just
a3 these three have specific Conditional Use standards in Section 27-1906, we have offered
here similar Conditional Use standards for the Planned Cultural Center in a new Section 27-
1906.64.

Likewise, we are suggesting some additional standards to the PEDD Area and Bulk Regulations
in Section 27-1603. Our proposed amendments are attached here.

We look forward to working with the Township Planning Commission, Board of
Commissioners and the Township Staff and consultants to amend the Zoning Ordinance for
this exciting cultural and religious use,

Sincerely,

Steven Victor

Steven Victor, RLA
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