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MINUTES 
COLLIER TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
WORKSHOP MEETING 

 
August 12, 2024      5:00 P.M. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Commissioner Chiurazzi called the workshop meeting of the 

Board of Commissioners to order at 5:00 P.M.  
 

A. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

B. ROLL CALL:  
 
BOARD    STAFF  

  Kari Suter – Present   Michael Santicola, Solicitor – Absent 
  Gabe Benvenuti – Present   Travis Stanczyk, Engineer – Absent 
  Dawnlee Vaughn – Present   Craig Campbell, Police Chief – Absent  
     MaryAnn Cupples – Present  Bob Caun, Planning Director – Absent            

Wayne Chiurazzi, Esq.– Absent Tom Plietz – Bldg/Fire Codes – Absent  
       Bob Palmosina, PW Director – Absent  
       Rob Shazer, Parks Director – Absent  
        Jennifer Foster, Finance Director – Absent 
       George Macino, Twp. Mgr. – Present 
       Dana Slizik, Asst. Twp. Mgr. – Present 
       Twp. Secretary – Absent 
        
    C. EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Was held to discuss legal and personnel matters. 
     

II. Board Discussion for Committees 
A. Administrative/Public Affairs 

 Commissioner Vaughn reported the following: 
1.  Thank you to Township Secretary Valerie Salla on her many years with Collier 

Township and congratulations on her retirement. 
2.  A pre-planning meeting was held for COLLIERFEST and Bike Night with the 

Parks and Recreation staff. 
3.  Early discussions with Parks Director regarding parade in 2025. 
4.  Scheduling and completing various department training schedules for second 

half of 2024 – grants, right-to-know, MS Office systems and conferences. 
5.  Attended Southwest Regional Chamber Legislative Breakfast that was hosted in 

Collier Township. 
6.  Finalizing vendor reviews for annual savings.   
7.  Vendor reviews are in motion. Water, medical supplies, and phone systems are 

on the list. Already noticing savings with updates. 
8.  Inquiring about an ATM machine in the Community Center either permanently 

or for special events. 
9.  Discussion with Directors and pre-planning of 2025 budget. 
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10.  Working with Public Safety on potential funding opportunities. 
11.  Working with Allegheny County on census information. 
12.  Finalizing second half of 2024 calendar and holiday hours. 

 
Commissioner Cupples inquired about the ATM machine at the Community 
Center, to which Assistant Manager Slizik replied that they are working with FNB 
Bank and are awaiting more information.  She asked if it was more economical to 
keep it permanently or for special events and is working on what the cost would be 
to rent the machine. Commissioners Vaughn and Cupples think having it 
permanently would be a great idea. 
 
 

B. Building/Codes 
 Commissioner Cupples reported the following: 
1. Building Department: 

•  27 permits issued. 
•  8 permits for new residential construction.  
• 4 residential occupancies 
• 0 New businesses.  

 
2. Code Enforcement: 

• 8 Tenant Inspections completed. 
• 24 Code enforcement items. 

 
 

C. COG 
Commissioner Benvenuti reported the following: 

1. The Council of Government is off for the summer, so the next meeting with be 
September 19th.   

 
D.  Finance 

 Commissioner Benvenuti reported the following: 
1. Revenue for General Fund.  At the end of July revenue was 4.1 million. 
2. Expenses for General Fund. At the end of July was 6.2 million. 
3. Property Taxes.  Property taxes have started to come in and it’s about 10% of 

the predicted budget. There is no indication if it’s going to run ahead or 
behind. 

4. Over Budget.  There are some areas that are over budget. The real estate tax 
refunds are coming in well over what was originally budgeted.  This is 
something we don’t have much control over. The number of retirements that 
happened this year have caused an overage on the budget.  One retirement 
was budgeted and there have been five thus far.  The garbage contract is 
also running ahead of what was budgeted.  

5. Capital Investment Fund Revenue. At the end of July revenue was 
$11,000.00.  

6. Expenses for Capital. At the end of July was $248,000.00.  The bulk for road 
paving has not hit the account yet.  

7. Sewer Fund. Revenue at the end of July was $2.8 million.  The expenses 
were $2.7 million.    
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E. Parks & Recreation 
Commissioner Vaughn reported the following: 

1.   David Davis started the camera installation at Webb Park and still waiting for 
Comcast to set up internet for license plate readers. 

2.  The Boy Scouts completed the Webb concession stand and pavilion. 
3.  Duquesne Light fixed and replaced a telephone pole at Webb Park. 
4.  A $1,500 donation was received from CBSA. 
5.  Movie-in-the-park is scheduled for August 24th.  The movie is Wonka and is 

scheduled to start at dusk. 
6.  Flag football is scheduled to start September 8th.  
7.  Collier Fest  

a. Forms have been sent to all local vendors and businesses  
b. Ordered four games and four bounce houses. 
c. Looking for sponsorship. 
d. Timothy Earl is the opening act for Collier Fest. 
e. Eldorado is the main act for Bike Night.  
f. November Blue is main act for Bike Night 

8.     The 6-month sprinkler inspection was completed August 7th. 
9.  The 6-month hood inspection was completed August 6th.  
10. AC fan motor was replaced at the community center in zone 1. 
11. The last week of summer camp program starts August 19th. 
12. West Hills Symphonic has been rescheduled to August 25th for Concert in the 

Park. 
13. Kool Rides car show is scheduled for August 31st at Collier Park. 

 
F. Planning/Zoning and Land Use Development 

 Commissioner Cupples reported the following: 
• Continues to meet in workshop the 4th Tuesday of every month for the 

comprehensive plan update. They are scheduled to review the final draft at 
the August 27th meeting. 

• Continue to work on a draft zoning amendment for properties along Thoms 
Run Road from Presto to KP Hollow Road. 

• The BOC has scheduled a public hearing for Monday, September 9th at 4pm 
for the rezoning and text amendment for the Ukrainian Catholic Diocese. 

• The Zoning Hearing Board will not meet in August. 
 

G. Public Safety 
1. Commissioner Vaughn stated there was no report from the School Resource 

Office due to school being out for the summer. 
2. There were 885 calls for service in July and YTD is 6,617. 
3. Officers performed: 

a. 99 business checks 
b. 194 park checks 
c. 218 school checks 
d. Attended one community event 
e. Made two arrests 
f. Wrote 51 citations 
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4. An order was placed for six new SUV’s, and it is unknown when the vehicles 
will be delivered. 

5. Body and in-car camera provider suddenly went out of business and new 
cameras have been received.   

6. Received a $40,000 grant from the Allegheny County to offset the costs of the 
new body cameras.  Also applied for a $160,000 grant to cover the remaining 
costs of the new cameras but the deadline for submission was missed and we 
did not receive the grant. 

7. Officer Oslick and Chief Campbell will be assisting with the motorcycle escort 
of the America’s 9-11 ride from August 15th to 18th. This is the 9th year they 
assist with this charity event. In 2018, Collier Township received a free new 
Harley Davidson police motorcycle from the ride association. 

  
Commissioner Cupples asked for an update on the new SUV’s to which 
Manager Macino responded that they have arrived at the dealership and we 
are waiting for the upfit time.  We are going to get all six at the same time. 
They are hoping that the vehicles will be upfitted by the end of August and 
should be in service 1-2 weeks afterward. 
 
Presto Fire Chief Dan Wauthier gave the report for the VFD’s  
 Total calls: 
  Kirwan Heights – 34 
    Presto – 53 
    Rennerdale – 38 
Total incidents for the month of July were 36 and YTD is 257.   
Per station in and out of Collier Township were: 
  Kirwan Heights - 216 
    Presto – 303 
  Rennerdale - 232 

 
 
H. Public Works 

  Commissioner Cupples reported the following: 
1. Mitch Montani is the new Public Works Director. 
2. Tim Ault and Frank Maioli are Public Works Foremen. 
3. Routine PA One Calls. 
4. Maintained all parks and trails. 
5. Hot patch potholes on Township Roads. 
6. All Ballfields cut and dragged. 
7. Cut back state roads per agility agreement. 
8. Maintaining Dorothy Street after rainfall. 
9. Maintaining monument ponds. 
10. Repairing monument pond pump. 
11. Clean public works stock yard. 
12. 16 loads of yard waste emptied. 
13. Sprayed Round-Up around monument. 
14. Pressure washed Hilltop pavilion. 
15. All crosswalks have been completed. 
16. Transformer at Webb Field was down, and field was closed for a couple 
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days.  
17. Investigate water line at community center. 
18. River rock and mulch completed at community center, Webb, Kelly and 

Skvarca parks. 
19. Installed bench for Friends of Collier at monument. 
20. Installed “SLOW” at crosswalk at Gregg Station and Panhandle Trail. 
21. Repaired two catch basins. 
22. Sewer overflow report at Crystal Springs. 
23. Upcoming sewer meeting with township personnel and engineer. 
24. Sewer line paving inspection completed. 
 

 
I. Sewer Department     

Commissioner Suter reported the following: 
1. 21 test inspections performed. 
2. 13 dye and lateral inspections with one failure. 
3. 8 new construction lateral inspections. 
4. Relining manhole to manhole contract completed. 
5. 18 sanitary certification letters sent. 
6. MS4 stormwater inspections of three township ponds – community center, 

Discovery Path at Hilltop and Discovery Path at Marigold Ct. 
 
 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT ON NEW BUSINESS ITEMS:   
 

  There was no public comment. 
 

IV. NEW BUSINESS: 
   

1. Consider action to execute the Developers Agreement with Kossman Development 
for PetSmart at the Chartiers Valley Shopping Center. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Suter, seconded by Commissioner  
Vaughn to execute the Developers Agreement with Kossman Development for 
PetSmart as stated above. By unanimous vote, the motion passed.  
 
 

V. Approval of General, Capital and Sewer Fund Operating Account items: 
1. Invoices Paid, Checks Written and Bills Requested July 23, 2024, to August 12, 

2024: 

• General Fund in the amount of $747,581.78 
• Capital Fund in the amount of $ 497.328.71 
• Sewer Fund in the amount of $ 996,516.10 

 
 

Motion was made by Commissioner Benvenuti, seconded by Commissioner 
Cupples, to approve the General, Capital and Sewer Fund Account items as stated 
above. By unanimous vote, the motion passed.  
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VI. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Motion was made by Commissioner Vaughn, seconded by Commissioner Suter; to 
adjourn the workshop meeting at 5:17p.m. By unanimous vote of the Board the 
motion passed. 
 
 

           ________________ ___________         _______________________________ 
 Wayne M. Chiurazzi, President         George Macino 

Board of Commissioners          Township Manager 


