
 

150 
 

 

 

MINUTES 
COLLIER TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
WORKSHOP MEETING 

 
November 13, 2023      7:00 P.M. 

 
  

I. CALL TO ORDER:  Commissioner Chiurazzi called the workshop meeting of 
the Board of Commissioners to order at 7:00 P.M.  
 

A. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

B. ROLL CALL:  
 
BOARD    STAFF  

  Ethan Styche – Present    Kate Diersen, Solicitor – Absent 
  Tim Young – Present    Travis Stanczyk, Engineer – Present 
  Dawnlee Vaughn – Present   Craig Campbell, Police Chief – Absent  
     MaryAnn Cupples – Present  Bob Caun, Planning Director – Absent           

Wayne Chiurazzi, Esq.– Present Jeff Hinds, Finance Director – Absent  
        Tom Plietz – Bldg/Fire Codes – Absent  
       Bob Palmosina, PW Director – Absent  
       Rob Shazer, Parks Director – Absent  
       George Macino, Twp. Mgr. – Present 
       Dana Slizik, Asst. Twp. Mgr. – Present 
       Valerie Salla, Twp. Secretary – Present  
  
    C.  EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Was held prior to the meeting to discuss legal 

and personnel issues. 
 

Commissioner Chiurazzi congratulated everyone that ran for Office. It takes a 
lot of courage to run and whenever you run for any type of Office, you always 
have to be ready to win or lose. He is proud of everyone that did it. 

    
II. Board Discussion for Committees 

A. Administrative/Public Affairs 
 Commissioner Vaughn reported the following: 
1.  BBL Leasing. All vehicles have been received and they are working on 

getting Police vehicles now for the spring of 2024. 
2.  Library Update. Spoke with the Allegheny County Library Association CEO 

and they are not opening any new libraries. We would need to create a 
partnership with a neighboring library/community such as Scott or 
Bridgeville.  

3.  Employee Handbook Committee. Finished revisions/meeting for updates.  
4.  2024 Budget. Working on finalizing. 
5.  Reviewing Cyber Security, IT, Auditing and various vendor contracts. 
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6.  2023 Banner Community Application is being completed for the Allegheny 
County League of Municipalities. 

7.   Reviewing educational training seminars and conferences for all 
employees for 2024. 
 

B. Building/Codes 
 Commissioner Cupples reported the following: 
1. Building Department: 

• There have been 13 permits issued. 
•  1 permit for new residential construction 
•  4 residential occupancies. 
•  0 new business.  
•  Fox Lane Homes will be building some of the new homes in 

Creekside Meadows. Maronda will build the majority of the homes. 
2. Code Enforcement:  

• 8 Tenant inspections completed. 
• 18 Code enforcement items. 
• 2 hearings attended at the Magistrates Office. 
 

C. COG 
Commissioner Styche reported the following: 

• There are no current updates other than the approval of the grants 
that will be addressed under new business on the agenda. 

 
D.  Finance 

Commissioner Young reported the following: 
1. Real Estate Taxes received. So far, we have received a little over 4 million 

dollars. The projected was 4 million 150 thousand dollars. 
2. Earned Income Taxes. We received a little over 3 million dollars. The 

projected was 3.6 million. It is only October 23rd and sometimes there is a 
lag in getting the money from Jordan Taxes.  

3. Present Budget for the year was 10 million 279 thousand and right now we 
are at 9 million 6. 

4. Income. We got 94% of the income and we still have 9 weeks to go. We 
are in good shape for the income. 

5. Expenses. Whoever did the budget last year did an excellent job, Geroge, 
Dana and Jeff, because it looks like we will be almost right on target and 
we will have a little over $500,000.00 left over because we didn’t do the 
roads. We would have been on target if we did the roads.  
 

E. Parks & Recreation 
Commissioner Cupples thanked Commissioner Young for being the MC at 
the Veterans breakfast that we had on Thursday which was very well 
attended. Anita Kulik and Devlin Robinson were both there. The food was 
great and the Friends of Collier Parks and Recreation are going to give the 
two (2) people that came to cook a gift card thanking them for helping with 
the breakfast. She reported the following: 
1. Senior Fair. Schedule for November 16th from 10am to 12 noon. 
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2. Holiday Craft Show/Christmas Time in Collier. This is combined and we 
sold out with over 30 vendors. This is scheduled for December 1st from 
6PM to 8PM. 

3. Collier Kids Club. Scheduled for December 6th. 
4. Holiday Hangout “Parents Night Out.”  December 8th. Parents can drop 

the kids off and go Christmas shopping. 
5. Breakfast with Santa. December 10th from 10AM to 12 noon. 
6. Volleyball Clinic. December 11th to December 18th. 
7. Collier Winter Basketball starts January 8th. 
8. Futsal is scheduled to start January 21st. 
9. Chess Club starts January 12th. 

10.  Zumba is scheduled for Thursday every month.  
 
Fall Summary 

1. Veterans Day Brunch was a success with over 50 people in attendance. 
MC by Tim Young with speakers Devlin Robinson, Anita Kulik, Tom 
Anderson and Tom Cannon. 

2. Boy Scouts volunteered for Christmas Time in Collier. 
3. Finalizing 2024 Budget with Commissioners Cupples and Vaughn. 
4. Scheduled Eldorado for Collierfest 2024. Sponsored by the Collier Police 

Department. 
5. Public Works finalized Big Webb Field Project. Shortened infield planted 

grass. 
6. Got 3 quotes for fencing at Little Webb. The current fence is in bad shape 

and needs to be replaced. Average quote is 25 thousand. 
7. Hired Matt Sunder for custodial at the Community Center. 
 

F. Planning/Zoning and Land Use Development 
 Commissioner Cupples reported the following: 

1. Planning Commission is tomorrow at 7pm. Neville Park Phase II is on the 
agenda and Tidal Wave Car wash which will be located at the old Peters 
Place site is also on the agenda. 

2. Zoning Hearing Board will meet on November 21st  and will hear the 
following: 
• 1063 Livorno Drive is requesting a family daycare in a single-family 

dwelling. This is generally permitted as a special exemption and 
common in municipalities. 

• Taj Mahal Restaurant steep slope variance request. This request is to 
disturb some steep slopes that are not allowed by our Ordinance. 

• Chartiers Valley Shopping Center is requesting to reduce set back 
and reduce the number of required parking spaces due to availability 
of shared parking throughout the shopping center.  

• Tidal Wave Car Wash requests to have foot candles at the property 
line for the lighting to be allowed. 
 
Commissioner Chiurazzi questioned the wall being built and what are 
they doing in that area for traffic on Vanadium Road. The entrance to 
Texas Roadhouse is staying the same. Things do not make sense. 
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Mr. Macino stated it will be back to two (2) lanes there. There are two 
(2) lanes there with a turning lane that will go back to two (2) lanes. 
 
Commissioner Cupples stated the Eat N Park is going to be torn 
down. 
 
Commissioner Chiurazzi questioned when all this will be happening 
and the car wash. 
 
Commissioner Cupples stated the car wash needs a variance before 
a permit is issued. 
 
Mr. Stanczyk stated they have to go to the Planning Commission yet, 
which is tomorrow evening.  
 
Commissioner Chiurazzi questioned when Eat N Park will be torn 
down. 
 
Mr. Macino stated they will stay open as long as they can and once 
the entrance is blocked off, the building will be torn down and moved 
back.  
 
Commissioner Cupples stated Mr. Magic will be losing part of their 
property so when you come out of that car wash you will be right on 
the road. When she went to ALOM a couple of years ago, they had a 
presentation and the engineer from the State told us they will be 
starting in August of 2021, which they didn’t start till this year.  
 
Mr. Macino stated they haven’t moved the utility poles yet, which are 
to be finished this year and, in the spring of 2024, they would start 
widening the road. 
 
Commissioner Cupples stated at ALOM, the engineer wanted Eat N 
Park to go dark in 2021 and they were objecting to this because the 
employees would not have anything to do. It is a good thing they 
didn’t because they have been operating all this time.  
 

G. Public Safety 
Commissioner Young reported the following: 
1. Fire Departments. He spoke to all the fire departments and they were 

busy. There were 3 incidents of significance. One on Old Noblestown 
Road, the home on the right-hand side, which is an old age rehab facility, 
had a person smoking a cigarette catch something on fire. All three (3) 
fire companies went and got it out quickly. It was confined to one room. 
Also, at 43 Prestley (Wood Waste), a man got his hand caught in a wood 
chipping machine and it amputated his hand right above his wrist.  
 
Chief Riddle stated the Police Department was there first on scene and 
Sgt. Sabin put a tourniquet on the man’s arm.  
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Commissioner Young stated the other incident was a gas leak in 
Bridgeville that wasn’t as bad as the one in Kirwan Heights. Everything 
was shut down for about 4 hours. Anytime there is a gas leak, it could 
become a major emergency.  
 

2. EMS Department. Responded to 69 calls in Collier. There were 82 stems 
and 35 calls in other communities. The EMS responded to 753 calls this 
year in Collier, 521 Stems and 294 calls in other communities. The EMS 
have not given up one call to any other Township. He congratulated the 
EMS on this.  
 
Commissioners Young and Cupples had a meeting with the EMS and 
their accounts. They presented some interesting situations. This is 
something we need to think about when it comes to the budget. 
 
Commissioner Cupples stated the other Commissioners will need to be 
informed of the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Chiurazzi stated he had an HOA president contact him 
with concerns that we do not have any paramedics. After contacts with 
Chief Riddle, we have 22 paramedics that work for Collier EMS. 
 

3. Police Department. Had no serious incidents. There were 2 arrests, 799 
calls for service and one (1) vehicle is at Woltz and Wind for service.  
 

H.   Public Works 
  Commissioner Vaughn reported the following: 

1. Leaf pick up. Continues throughout the Township. 
2. Overgrowth. Being cut back on State and Township roads. 
3. Preparing all trucks for winter. 
4. Bench. Will be installed in memory of Dan Styche who passed away 

almost 2 years ago. The Friends of Collier paid for the bench. The 
location of the bench has not been decided. 

 
I. Sewer Department     

Commissioner Cupples reported the following: 
• 15 inspections completed with one failure pending repair. 
• $996.26 collected from Jordan Tax for delinquent accounts. 
• 6 Sanitary Certification letters sent for property sales transfers. 
• 1 Three Rivers Wet Water SSS Community meeting was attended 

virtually. 
• Grow Grant Meeting attended in Carnegie. Wilson Durisko and 

Commissioner Cupples attended this. 
• MS4 violations preventive maintenance refresher class attended at 

Findlay Township. 
 

• Deduct meter refund letters received for the year and refunds are 
being processed. 

• Sewer budget presented. 
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Commissioner Young added the sewer budget is in good shape. 
 
Commissioner Cupples questioned the engineer if he met with Mr. Prevost 
regarding the grow grant. 
 
Mr. Stanczyk stated he met with him and from the conservation they had 
there was not a need for this grant. There are not any projects that would 
qualify for this grant. We are currently doing flow monitoring and reviewed 
the conditions of the system. There may be something that comes out of it 
but at this point we do not have anything that would benefit the Township. 
Mr. Prevost did say that he could come to the Township and give a 
presentation if the Board wants to. 
 
Commissioner Cupples stated that according to Mr. Stanczyk and Mr. Plietz, 
we are at 85% of stormwater and sediment not going together and we are in 
good shape. 
 
Mr. Stanczyk stated that is for combined systems and Collier does not have 
any. Collier is below standard in all POC’s for the sanitary sewers. 
 

 
III. PUBLIC COMMENT ON NEW BUSINESS ITEMS:   
 
  There were no public comments. 

 
   

IV. NEW BUSINESS: 
  

1. Consider action to approve advertising of the 2024 Township Budgets for the 
General Fund, Capital Fund and Sewer Fund in the Pittsburgh Post Gazette. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Young, seconded by Commissioner 
Vaughn, to advertise the 2024 Township Budgets as stated above. By a 4 to 
1 vote, the motion passed. Commissioner Cupples voted no because of 
using the Post Gazette. 

 
2. Consider action to approve Resolution 111323-01; A Concurring Resolution   

to designate Michele L. Lutz (Char-West COG, Executive Director) to perform 
the required duties between the Township and Allegheny County Economic 
Development CDBG grant application. This is for a demolition request for 
4237 Thoms Run Road, Oakdale, PA  15071. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Styche, seconded by Commissioner 
Vaughn, to approve Resolution 111323-01 as stated above. By unanimous 
vote, the motion passed.  
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3. Consider action to advertise an Ordinance amending Chapter 18, Section 601 
of the Township Code of Ordinances to provide that the Township Manager is 
the executive official directly in charge of the sewer department. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Styche, seconded by Commissioner 
Cupples, to approve advertising an Ordinance amending Chapter 18, 
Section 601 of the Township Code of Ordinances as stated above.  By 
unanimous vote, the motion passed.  

 
4. Consider action to approve Resolution 111323-02; A Concurring Resolution 

to designate Michele L. Lutz (Char-West COG, Executive Director) to perform 
the required duties between the Township and Allegheny County Economic 
Development CDBG grant application. This is for a water fountain at Webb 
Park. 

 
Motion was made by Commissioner Styche, seconded by Commissioner 
Vaughn, to approve Resolution 111323-02 as stated above. By unanimous 
vote, the motion passed.  

 
5. Consider action to approve the 2024-2028 Police Contract. 

 
Motion was made by Commissioner Chiurazzi, seconded by Commissioner 
Cupples, to approve the 2024 Police Contract. By unanimous vote, the 
motion passed.  

 
6. Consider action to hire Matthew Sunder as a part-time Community Center 

custodian at a rate of $16.00 per hour effective November 1, 2023. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Young, seconded by Commissioner 
Vaughn, to approve hiring Matthew Sunder as stated above. By unanimous 
vote, the motion passed.  

 

V. Approval of General, Capital and Sewer Fund Operating Account items: 
Invoices Paid, Checks Written and Bills Requested October 24, 2023, to 
November 13, 2023: 

• General Fund in the amount of $381,898.47 

• Capital Fund in the amount of $1,709.62, and  

• Sewer Fund in the amount of $706,603.54.  

 
Commissioner Young stated this is a quarterly bill. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Young, seconded by Commissioner 
Styche, to approve the General, Capital and Sewer Fund Account items as to 
what the numbers are to be. By unanimous vote, the motion passed.  
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VI. OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
Mr. Macino stated that the engineer, Travis Stanczyk, is here tonight to talk 
about the paving program. We originally went with El Grande and we didn’t think 
the roads could be done this year and could get out of this. According to the 
Solicitor and Mr. Stanczyk, by contract, El Grande has till December 10th to 
complete the work. The work must be completed to the specifications. 
 
Mr. Stanczyk stated the contractor sent a letter requesting an extension of 
contract time until December 23rd, 2023. There was discussion about it and the 
Solicitor wrote El Grande a letter stating the Township will not extend the 
contract and the Township wants to terminate the contract. The Contractor 
stated they did not want to terminate the contract and wants to start next week. 
They want to start the roads on November 16th. We have a pre-construction 
meeting with them tomorrow to go over the contract and review the roads so 
they can get started. The contractor thinks it will take a week to do. 
 
Commissioner Young questioned if the contractor would fulfill all their 
obligations. 
 
Mr. Stanczyk said yes.  
 
Commissioner Cupples stated that is only three (3) things.  
 
Mr. Stanczyk stated Franklin, Nesbitt Street, Scott Alley and Scotts Run Road 
will be tarred and chipped. 
 
Commissioner Young questioned how much will this cost. 
 
Mr. Stanczyk stated $212,000 is the paving and $56,000 is the tar and chipping. 
None of the add alternates were awarded except for Scotts Run Road. 
 
Commissioner Young stated that is about half of what we projected. We 
projected $495,000.00 so there will be a carryover of what is left over. 
 
Commissioner Chiurazzi stated that Mr. Stanczyk needs to tell El Grande they 
have failed the Township already and this is late in the game. If they have to use 
any antifreeze or anything like that in the asphalt that is a real problem. If we 
have a deep freeze, there is a real problem. 
 
Mr. Stanczyk stated the contractor is held to the same standards no matter what 
time of year they pave. If they agreed to do this and tomorrow the weather turns 
20 degrees below for the rest of the year, they were already warned they will be 
subject to liquidated damages. We will monitor the temperatures and paving. 
There will be an inspector there with a temperature gun. 
 
A discussion took place regarding temperatures of when paving can take place. 
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Mr. Stanczyk stated the only thing that might not get done is the soil and 
seeding behind the curb because the grass will not grow. We will hold retainage 
until next year until we get growth behind the curbs. The paving must be done 
by December 10th and this is the major concern. 
 
Mr. Stanczyk gave the Board paperwork and talked about the 2024 paving 
program. Mr. Palmosina put together a list of streets that he thought needed to 
be paved. We rode those streets with Township staff. The base bid items are at 
the top which are Nesbitt Road, Mitchell Drive, Elwyn Avenue, Old Ewing Drive 
and Sylvan Street. The cost estimate is almost $500,000.00. Below this is the ad 
alternates which are the streets from last year’s add alternates. We were asked 
to give evaluations on the conditions of the roads. Roads that are bad are 3’s, 
4’s and 5’s. There is not much road condition difference between a 7 and an 8. It 
is up to the Board what roads you would like to be done next year.  
 
Mr. Macino stated the higher the number, the better the road condition. 
 
Commissioner Chiurazzi stated the roads at the top better get done. Muirfield 
Circle is 26 years old and looks like a bomb hit it. He didn’t care if it is a 7. It 
must get done.  
 
Mr. Macino stated we have $900,000.00 in the 2024 Budget for roads and this is 
going to be over it. The bottom section we can do and the top section we will 
probably take something from our stimulus money.  
 
The Board wants to do the whole page and advised Mr. Macino and Mrs. Slizik 
to find money to do it.  
 
The Board wants the roads to be done as soon as possible in the spring. 
 
Mr. Macino stated if the Board is in agreement, we can put a motion on the 
November 27th meeting agenda. 
 
The Board stated to do it. 
 
Commissioner Chiurazzi questioned if El Grande would be disqualified from the 
lowest responsible bidder for next year due to their delay. This is a failure of 
whoever didn’t look at their contract about having till December 10th to complete 
the paving. 
 
Mr. Macino stated we did send them a letter through the Solicitor’s Office about 
terminating the contract. 
 
Commissioner Chiurazzi stated he knows that. 
 
Commissioner Cupples questioned if Mr. Stanczyk looked into getting lower bids 
by going in with other municipalities. We did this before with Crescent Township, 
Moon Township and North Fayette Township.  
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Mr. Macino stated he talked to South Fayette Township because we share the 
same Engineering firm.  
 
Mr. Stanczyk stated he spoke to South Fayette Township also and they are 
thinking about it. 
 
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

 
Motion was made by Commissioner Styche, seconded by Commissioner 
Vaughn; to adjourn the workshop meeting at 7:41p.m. By unanimous vote of the 
Board the motion passed. 

 
 

           ________________ ___________       _________________________________ 
 Wayne M. Chiurazzi, President        Valerie A. Salla 

Board of Commissioners         Township Secretary 


